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The Mahout who had the care of this
intelligent and docile creature, frequently
placed a little infant., about four-months
old, at the elephant's feet, with the injunc-
tion of "Kubber dak," (take care), and
the command was never disregarded. The
animal would wave a bough over the
little child, as it laid smiling on the
ground; and if attempting to roll away
beyond the spot where the father had
placed it, the elephant would gently move
it back again with his trunk, menacing
meanwhile every creature who approached.

The native keepers of elephants, will
not allow that the animals are influenced
by the passion of fear; but declare their
obedience to be an impulse of gratitude,
and believe them to possess the reason
peculiar to human nature.

A gentleman, late in command of the
Bheel Corps of Guzzerat, possessed a fine
elephant, to which the Mahout was ac-
customed to relate Bhdts, as they are
called, or long stories, which he declared